Ureteroscopic resection of upper-tract transitional-cell carcinoma.
Technological advances have increased the applicability of endoscopic treatment for upper-tract transitional-cell carcinoma (TCC). Percutaneous and ureteroscopic tumor resection have become reasonable treatment options for patients with anatomically or functionally solitary kidneys, bilateral upper-tract tumors, significant renal insufficiency, or comorbid disease that would preclude standard open surgery. This approach also is being used increasingly on those with a normal contralateral kidney in whom nephroureterectomy and en bloc removal of the ipsilateral ureteral orifice and surrounding bladder cuff is considered the standard therapy. This paper reviews the current role of ureteroscopic management of upper-tract TCC.